
•

lDWAftO.l. MAf'KEV
""OIITICT, .....uc_n.

COMMIllCI CXltMoWT1tf

.......MClIIlICII II"
IUU••lftllftl 01'1 ~O

TlLaClGU. r......1t01id ...0,..,...
......DM1TE1

N'lr" •• "'(WI~ ANn
~,.,.,.tt4 roMP!

: I !
1am wriUDI widl : 10 of the umnat .,.~ pmviJiou of lhc

T.~ Mt of 1: • Ia ~·1.. to cam.... em Scctkm 254(h) of the
Mt. wbich pIOYideI for _rice fa'" -"at...,. 10 emure aceesa!to
tIiecttImmmicatioDl ..me. la, HInriII ad haIptIab.

At you may kDaW, " IIlevninI Dab" 10 America·.~ecbcola b1110Dcibeen II
priority of mine. seetio1l . "preceded by ....Jedon I I.1IIborecI in cbe 103cl Caapes8
'(B.B.. 3636) IIId which WIt· ovet........, bJ tile Roue of~ ill
June 01' 1994. 1bIt \ettt1lt! : it!abHIIIed..~ ,... far lC.I11Cbool1,~,
mel DOD-Proftl~. :~-IIpecl Te1Icamtmmicltiona AJ::t. CODtl.~ns
&rantin& ·dJscoUJltCd lItII" fdi· eDdt1es and lUowa the amount of such markdoWnl to
count toward telccommwlicadJ . tmicrs' UDivetsal servtcc obligations. .

Tho poIkico !bat ...~.-llyavailable. ~llII!Bble pblme service~
the mocicl for our modem. ·cations nctWOtk. In hiDdll~ it is now .appmmtthat
this wasn't simply good aoctal~~liCY - it wu gooc1 economic pollcy·u well. .Ameri<:i
cannot leave the bottom 20~ percent of itS population out of the "kDowlcd.gc-bucd"
economy and still hope to r . ,its economic standing in a ficrtcl,. competitive global.
environment. . i

. I

I knoW you share my ~bJcem abOut the potlibillty that we will develop imo a society
of information "haves" and ~1Jma:non. "have-DOtS. If Indeed, a z:ecent Department of i

PAutatlon survey iD:11ea&ed thtt.~s from hcmebolc1l with iDcomes above $7S,OOO~per
year are seven times u Uke~YiD~~ve a home computer IS thole from householdse~
leu than $20,000. Ai I cried to you and the other Commissioners at the .
SubC01lUultleC':s FCC OVCI1ig ! ~earlnI on March 27th. there is perhaps no provision at' the
Telecomn1U11icatioWi Act that an:so mitigate against a erOWln& "digital divide" in our 1
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country. \ ~;
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Wkh dds III miDd. I lII.... tIRe teCiQiii'ca*daas to til: Commipton 1Dd\'
IIllImembcrl!lfthl!!ft1 of lbo 1\dcn1-511dcttIIuonIIIII ual.... ....,.,. i

1) DcfiDe a poup of : ,. CCR scrricct I'fti1ablc to all 8CbaoIs ad Ubruics til the
coamry; .. : i . ' !

, 2) Weadfy aclvIDCCCl !bit u:h entiliel may avail tt.aeolva of the ;
opporamity to receive at' .: ratIt;~ . :

3} lillabllsh aD lrate, or -)S-rate·,. for bach tbI core adldwDDe4 ......

III Older to eDIIUe ~J...Dab- truly became a .mce,. I~ the
"E-aIa" IIIouJ4 be fa for . 1BcteJemlnm~Rum. 'I to ""P"'.pte .
tbat I am..ta_ .bout, ..ice for tire ptiDcipll'.~ bat ramer the ;
'pmvtsioft of care ' • ilea 'to die~ for ....UIe. :

"w. musttlCOlDlZe ;E:'wtd1 a flee.~ .. tor CCD .YIceI. will
ttragle to puchuc or 0 .. ..' IOftwarc IJII hirdwitc for til:~ 111 ......
...u:aiDiDI UIl 0Ihcr . in alia lewel b IbiUty of.."ac:IIooII toi~blab
Ia:IIIIDIoIY Imo the c1auroam' , • Por tJae I'ClIIOUI I~ 1bat 0II1y bJ ....
me -E-ra1C' for COle Iel'Ticcs ", can we hope to pat tbJa 1CdmolOI)' widdn I'CIdJ. of" of
America'. adiools '1Dd h"brariiS. t " ;

,The' 'E-rate" for uva4 ,.moes 1hou1c1... affcmItbWty ofauoh...,.J :nus
liE-rate" should b. set in'amIiml.r tJIat bIpI advaIaI in te1Ieemrannieati.oDl tICImolOp.
witlUD reach of school =1':~ abel 1l1nries. In this way, u teeImolOgy evolves 10~ i:tI
UDivem1 provision to schoolllntl libraries over time. :1 . , ;

I :
1 thank you tor the~b~ to comment on the impltmelUltiOll of sectionM>

1M commend y011 for malcin81 r ks to $Chools a biBb priority of your teDUte as cbaimJl,m of
me Commission. I look fo ' to discussing this issue with you and your coUeques!in the
ftmwre. i
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Sim;cRly.

EJM\cc:
cc: Commissioner QueUo

Commissioner Ness
Commi""ioner Chnng
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&lwarct 1. Markey
Ranking Democrat
Subcommittee on TeJeconummicati<m
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The Honorable Edward J. Markey
Ranking Minority Member nOCK
Subcommittee on Telecommunications and Finance·

J

) ET FILE COpy OR/GINA'
u.S. House of Representatives L
2133 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Markey:

Thank you for your letter of April 10, 1996, regarding implementation of the universal
service provisions of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. This Act ensures that all of our
children will have an equal opportunity to share in the tremendous educational promise of
current and emerging telecommunications technologies.

On April 12, 1996, we held a meeting of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal
Service. We were fortunate to have the Honorable Richard W. Riley, Secretary of
Education, appear before us. Secretary Riley presented his views on the importance of
educational technology to our country's economic future and urged that every effort be made
to provide schools and libraries with free or reduced rate access to telecommunications
services. We also heard from representatives of a coalition of education and library groups,
who stressed the importance of telecommunications technology in improving the quality,
efficiency and responsiveness of our Nation's educational system. In addition, Senator
Olympia Snowe submitted written testimony in col1iunction with the Joint Board meeting.
Her testimony emphasizes that universal service provisions for schools and libraries should
encompass a broad range of services and affordable access.

Your recommendations regarding the defInition of core services, advanced services, and
an education rate will be carefully considered by the Joint Board and a copy of your letter
has been included in the record of the universal service proceeding (CC Docket No. 96-45).

Sincerely yours,

Reed E. Hundt
Chainnan
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AI you may 1aIoW. " w1elrllmc IIDbIt to AIDIrica·.,lCbDoll baa 10DIlbeen I

priority af mine. 5ecIiGIl . WIt pnadecl by 1epJedoD I I1ItboNcl mthe 1034 OcmpeIa
<B.Il. 3636) aDd wbich ... ~ by die HoUle of Repre••ltivtl in
11l1li of 19M. 1bIl, f~ "l'ref'ereIItiI1 rateI" for 1(·12 scboolt.~,
IIIl non-profit bosp". ~ Tellcommunicatlons Al;t ccmtaiJIs~
II'IDIioa.~ '1'1*" rdr -= _des and IJ10WI tbI amount of sw:h markdown, to
~ toward.telcco~ cmim' UD1vem! service obU.gatlons. .

Tho poIIoioIlhat ...~.......uyl>allablc.lI1tllld&blo phuno IOl'IIeo inimdo
the modd for 0Ql' moda'Il. . ODS netWork. In biadsiahL; it iI now ,apparc:ntthat
this WUIl't simply 1004 aociJi!~licy - it wu &cod economic policy as well. Ameridt
cannot t.v. the bottom 20 tol3~ pmcm of its population out of the"kDgwlcdl~buccl·
economy and 1ti11 hope to retain. its economic standing in a fiercely competitive global
environment. . i

, I

I kDDw you shire my ~Jcem about the pouibUity that we will dnelop into I society
at infoJTnation "haves~ and iDto~tiaD,"have-DOtI." 1JJdeecl, a neat Departmem of:
&1UCat1on survey indicated mat~s from households with inComes above 51S.000:per
year are seven timet u Ubly lto!blve a home computer II those from hDuseholdle~
leu than $20.000. As I~l1ed to you and the other Commissioners at the
Subcoltuuittee'li FCC overaie : rlear1Dl on Much 27th. there is perhaps no provision at" the
TclecOlllIIlUDiatlons Act that I liU mitiptc aaWt a iIOwtng "c11Iital divide" in nut' I
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With Ibis in mild. I am..dJrcc recuI••,wI... to tbI Commtplon mJI'
DlCIDbco· of the Pcdora1-S_ 01Dl Board em univwnalllrYU: :. I

1) DotiDe a IfO'IP of : ~t c:cn: aaYiccI aYlDablc to aU~ ad Ubnda ~ the

c:ouaa,i) Idc:Idfr .... . l that auch entidIe ., avail __ftI of tile \

opportahy to "VI at . 1'ItII; .t .
3) s.bUlh III !fI.1II, or -B.rate·, for both tbe core .. IdvaIIaecl ....

In order U) tDIUle ~~Uab" truly becamla...pI aervice, I~ the
"s.c." "'oWd be till far . bI* .!eMm-II....liIa .,m. I .. fa~ .
1lIIt I lID DOt 1IIktII... .we for tile psiDcipl1" ~ bat rather the ;
prcwIJtoft of core .,ka·m _ ~aam far \III.

. We 1IIIIIt taIIIIII ~:.wtdl abe "s-n." far cam .., wm
.... to puR:bac or oIMIiIU. IOftwm: lid Jllalwiae for" chaum.. ID .......
I....... 11II OIbwaFlIllII'll dIo II1IIIkJ olIlllDJ.ICllaall1ilI1a..:.Nab
tee:bIdoIY 1JIIO~ c1uImom" • Por"__ I bIUne t1IIt 0JI1y by .
tile -E-rate' for core scrric:cs ", can we hope to pit 1bls 1CdmoloU widdn rad1 of .. of
Amcri:a'. achaolsUld.· '.i .. :

The ,ltE-rate" for IAvuWt ..-vioIa aboulcl .... atlonIIbility of gIl...1This
liB-rata" sbau14 be set iDa mID* that..a4--. in....hlnD........~

witbia radl of school=1'.~abd litntill. In dIiI way, II tIChrJolOS)' wolvec 10 wi. ita .
UJIivernl provision to school. d libraries oyer time. ~ .

1 . . ;
. , I ;

1 thank you tor me~~ to ecmmem on me impJeNllfttiOll of SectioD 254(ll)
and commend you for malrin~ Ii.ks tn schools a hilb priority of your teame as~ of
the Commission, I look forw~ to discussiDg this issue wirh you and your coIleques1in the
tumre. i

. j
t

SiII.1nly.

f.b!
E4warcl J. Markey
R..... o.cc:rat
Subcommi. Oft Telecc)!!'ImurieatiODl

aDA t:iIIIIICe
BJM\ce
cc: Commissioner Quello

COJJIJDiJIiODer Ness
Commilcinner Chong


